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By speciai arrangement for this parer, a phofo-drama
orresponding fo the installments of ** The SMaster Key, ™'
may noww be seen at the leading mowing pictare theaters.
By arrangement made swith the Universal Film SMfg.
Co., it Is not only possible fo read **The Master Key”
tach aeek, but also afferqvards to see mowing pictures
{Mlustrating our story.

TWELFTH INSTALLMENT

{Copyright. 1914, by John Fileming Wilson.y
BEYNOPSIE—Doora npen upon sirange thinas  How many
fooksd doars are thers In this worldT How many puoople
are thers trying to find “"The Master Key 7T Thommns Gallon
found gold Jie thought of two things: his daughter Itoth
and gold for her dinllon dled hecauss hin partner. Wilker-

back and demanded a share of Lle And  Whkerson In soek-
ing guld for the sake of & woman John Dorr, the mining
anginser In whose charge Ruth was loft !s alws Aghting (o
find the sccret which Thomos Uallon apparently took with

him to his grave

In his search for the Hindu who had bought the
idol containing the plans of the mother lode of
the Master Key mine John Dorr bad recourse
again to the pawnbroker

That individual's curiosily was arouscd by now
and he asked a yreat many questions which John
answered evaelvely. When it came to getting a
deecription of the Hindu the broker could give but
few detalls. He lald emphasis on the fact that he
sold rugs and that he looked like any one of a
dozen East Indlans frequenting a Pacific port. He
knew of no address,

With thiz Dorr had to be content, and he returnad
to Ruth to discuss with her what they should do
next

“If Wilkerson geta it, there is an easy way to
get him,” he sald in the course of their conversa-
tlon,

“How?"' demanded Ruth

“Have him arrested as a (ugitive from Justice
and held for the county sheriff on the warrant
that Tom Kane swore out,” he replied

Ruth coneidered thie thoughtfully and shook her
head.

“It would mean our golng back to the mine and
all kinds of trouble,” she said wigely. "Besides, we
wouldn't be any mearer the papers [ather wanted
ma to have”

“That I8 very trne,”™ John agreed “We'll keep
that In reeerve in case we dlscover that he has
the {dol. Our only plan, then, is to trance this
Hindu. That wlll be a hard job."”

“Why not put detectives on the trall?”

“I don't think apy detective could do better than
myself,"” was the reply.

“Buat you can't do It all” she argued. “You can't
be looking for this peddler and keeping an eye on
Nilkerson and seeing to me at the same time"

‘““The seeing to you Is the pleasantest part of the
Job," he eaid, launghingly. "I refuse to delegate
that to anyone. Of course, you're quite right,
though, about its being too big an affair for me Lo
handia nlome. 1 think I'll ask Everett to joln ue
Mavbe he can suggest something 111 wire him
and then we'll take a trip down to the waterfront
and Interview our lnunchman again. He gesms to
me a pretty level-headed chap, and he'll maybe be
able to put us on the track of tha Hindn if he took
a steamer for the North, as | etrongly suspect he
did”

Ruth oould not mnderstand why the peddler
should do this, and Dorr explained that the Hindu
evidently had set great stors on the idol as he had
oot only paid cash but had given a rug as well in
exchange.

“He wonld know that the thing was worthless as
an article of merchandise,” he went on. “In the
next place he wasted no time in getting posaession
of It once he saw L I have no doubt that it is
sacred in his eyes, & god. It was stolen at some
tme from a temple. What mors natural than that
ha should see the chance of a great reward for
doing a plous duty and retnrning it to its native
place?

“But that’s all guesswork,” Ruth insieted practi-
cally.

“T know i#t.” he admitted. "But a good guess is
petter than nothing to work on. Let's go and see
our skipper person.”

The Iaunch captsin received them genially and
listened to John'’s story. At its finish I:-le agreed
with John that it waa very likely that the Indian
had recognlzed a native god and would reatore it
to its own temple,

“I've visited those eastern ports a good deal”
he told them. "1 know boys on a lark from the ship
will do just that trick—run off with an idol for a
curio, and | know the fuss the heathen make about
it, too. They'll go any lengths to get back a first-
chop god.”

Before they left he promised to keep an eye
open for the Hindu and inform them if he got the
smallest clne. With this they had to be salisfied,
as inguiries elsewhere developed nothing helpful.

Rverett arrived on the evening train and after
dinner listsned to the story of their adventures
with great Interest When he had asked a few
questions he amd Jahn laaked at each other Finally
Everett spoke.

“It might take years to locate fhat ode without
the exact plans,” he sald thoughtfully. *“T don't
doubt that your father, Miss Ruth, spent many a
long hour and day prospecting for It So we must
have the plans, if it's in the bounds of posalbility
to recover them. I think you will have to find
your Hindu.”

“There is the guestion of the mine,” John said
soberly. “It has already been allowed to go pretty
much to ruin. Tom Kane would do his best, of
coursa, but actually we are looking for the bird in
the bush when we have one in the hand "

1 pee your point,” the promoter sald promptly.
“My offer of days ago still holds good. Tl finance
this matter to the end and I'll look after the mine,
too. So you can be carefree so far as that goes,
Jobhn."

“You know I wouldn't take it for mysell,” John
began awkwardly, and was sllenced by a smile

The next morning they bad barsly finished break-
fast when the launch captain was announced.

The three of them found him bursting with news,

*] think 1 located your Hindu," he told them.
“He oame down at daylght this morning looking
for a steamer sailing for the North. The Halcyon
leaves at noon and the steward gave him a job
in the galley.”

“But 1t might be another Hindu!" Ruth sug-
gested.

The captaln turned toward her and shook his
tead, "I don't think [t possible,’” he sald. "He an-
swered the description, clear down to the rugs. Be-
tldes that, he seemed kind of nervoug and when
ans of the sailors jollled him the man nearly had

s fit. 'm sure he's your man.™

By Dint of Muscle and Much Use of the Language
He Succeeded In Bringing Derr Through the
Maddened Crowd.

“There's only one thing for yon tn do,” Eversatt
sald promptly, “Take passage on that steamer your-
gelves to San Franciseo. By that time vou can be
pretly sure whether he's your man or not.”

This was agreed upon and Ruth started on her
preparations |Immediately, Everett [nsisting that
she take her maid with her

“PBut 1 don’t need her!” Ruth protested
g0 axpensive, top!™

“You are merely a youngster,” Everell sald quiet-
Ir, “and you must have a woman traveling with
you. It 1s all right to do as you llke out In the
mines, wherea no one would dream of speaking
evil or thinking It, but Mrs, Grundy insiste on the
mald."”

John agroed with Everetl and departed to get the
tickets in spite of Everett's warning that he had
better send and get them The result was that
George Drake, just landed from the mine and in
search of Wilkerson, found him shadowing Dorr,
Drake explained his comling by saying that he had
heard nothing from either Wilkerson or Mra. Dar-
nell, and he could be of no use at the Master
Key,

“It's just as well,” Wlilkerson said sulkily “I
have a dozen things to attend to, and you can help.
The first is not to let that man Dorr get out of our
sight or turn a hand unless we know It."

In a few sentences filled with bitterness he told
the atory of the finding of the chest and the fatile
search for the plans and the abstraction of the
ldol containing them.

When Wilkerson found that Dorr and Rath had
booked passage on the Helcyon for San Francisco,
and had inquired about the next salling for the
Orlent, he took Drake aside and they determined
that thi# could only mean one thing'! Dorr was
on the track of the idol

“We'll follow them!” he said savagely.
spent too much to quit now.”

Jenn Darnell received Drake coolly and listoned
to Wilkerson's explanation of his new eclieme with-
out & word. Her steely eyes boded no good to
someons, and Wilkeraon fearad she would abandon
him  But there wae the tenacity of a tigress In
her passions, and now she could not give up her
gweet revenge nor forego the thought of possessing
the wealth that had once beem Tom Gallon’s, and
which be had tried to conceal She agreed to go
and they decided to leave by train tbat eveping,
this being in San PFrancisco in time to meet the
@oamer and watch for Dorr's next movement

Two days later Everett agaln met John and
Ruth in the hotel In San Francisco. John's news
was that the Hindu they sought had undoubtedly
bheen on the Halcyon and that ha had bought a
steerage paseage for Bombay,

“You ought to get the plans before you get to
India,” Everett said earnestly. “Yon'll find yourself
in a strange land where It will be llke looking for
a needle In a baystack to get hold of your man™

Dorr acknowledged this, and outlined his tenta-
five plan of getting hold of tha Idoi during the
passage,

“After all, we don't want the idol. [ shall try
to persuade the man of this, and get him to let me
bave the papers concealed In {t.”

At this moment Sir Donald Faversham was an-
nounced.

The entrance of the Eoglishman who had made
himself so attentive to Ruth at the Southern hotel
awakened little enthoefasm in elther Dorr or Ev-
erett, but for Ruth’s sake they played the clvil
part. 8She, on the other hand, recalved Sir Don-
ald with every evidence of lively pleasure

“Wa are thlse minute talking of golog over (o
ITudia where you lived so loog!” she told him, after
the first greetings. “And you are just the man
to tell ue all about "

“Going to India!" ejaculated the baronet
word!"”

‘“Yes," ahe proceeded “we are after a Hiodu and
his idol!"”

At this point Jobn laughingly came to the rescae

“She's

“Wea've

"My

and briefly explaiged the object of their quest. Sir
Donald listened quietly, occasionally zlancing at
Ruth, whose beauty wns enhanced by pretty excite-
ment. At the conclusion of the tale he nursed
the end of his stick awhile in very appareut per-
plexity

Yon know, my dear fellow,"” he sald, addressing
John, “that India Is a great country filled with mil

liong of different races, Even granting that this
man 18 a Hindu and that your surmise about the
idol Is correct, 1 don't sce how you are going to
accomplish anything'

“That s just where you can help ug!" sald Ruth
impulsively,

For the Instant Sir Donald actually blughed with
embarrassment

Then he gathered himself together and went
into detalls of what they must expect and the dif-
fleulties they must encounter

“If you could only go along!" Ruth sald plain-
tively, when he had got them thoroughly discour-
aged.  “You eould talk their horrld lapguage and
muike them behave

“By Jove!” sald the baronet, smiling. “that’s not
a half bad Idea! [ have nothing to do and | might
as well see the chaps in Indla again as stay
here”

'You knew Sir Donald was in the army there”
Ruth explained to Everett

“Brought up there,” Foaversham added “Know
India pretty well. [ really belleve I'll go with you,
if you'll aceept my company. What a lark!™

Neither John nor Everett received this proposal
with undue warmth, but Ruth found it delightful
and before any of them reallzed the seriousness of
the conversation everything had been arranged.

Outslde Faversham spoke to Dorr as mwan to
man.

“l dom't want to thrust mysalf on you In any
way." he gaid briefly. 1 happen to know Indla,
and to be surp that I can be of service to you.
In fact, | should think it a jolly trip. But If you
think 1 take advantage of the little lady's courtesy,
gay so"”

Hntirely disarmed, John Dorr had to confess that
Sir Donald’s offer relleved bhim of a respomsibllity
too heavy for him The two parted the best of
friends, though John could not refrain (rom an
expression of jealousy to himself. But he knew
that Ruth's interests were now doubly safegoarded,
and he tried to restrain his unruly heart

As the steamer salled the mext day they had lit-
tle time for their preparations, but John mads
sure that the Hindu was on board before the last
line was cast off and the big liner backod Into the
stream and headed slowly ronnd for the channpel to
the open sea

During the long voyage to Hongkong the three
were thrown much together, and 8ir Donald learned
in full the history of the Master Key mine and the
present search for the plans of the site of the
mother lode., At first he could bardly believe that
such things could happen, but slowly he came to
understand that the tremendous passiond that were
fighting to ba satisfied would stop at nothing

“I fear you will find It difficult in Indla,” he told
John many times. “The country Is Immense, it is
inbabited by races of different speech and hablts
and religions, and yet over it all there is the vague
spell of the East which is so forelgn to your west-
ern Americn that 1 fear you will not ensily recover
what you seek.”

“Hut I must gat the papers back!" sald John qui-
etly. “There s no question about it.”

“Many a man has refused to acknowledge that
a thing is impossible,” Faversham warned him,
"and the East has driven him mad  However, I
am much {pterested myself, not only for the sake
of Miss Ruth, but {rom a sporting standpolat, and 1
promise you 111 do my best to help youn.™

They considered the suggesated plan of {aking
the Idol away from the Hindu during the vorage,

AP

but IFaversbiin vetoed this, after a somewhat ex-
teneive Investization,

You sce,” be told Ruth, “I kmow the [ellow's
language, and be comes from a tribe far in the
north of Indla Most pf those chaps are looked

upon as rather sacred, and this man in epecial, !
I= much respected by the other natives in
the stecrage. To desecrate his image would stmply
mean an uproar that we could never explaln to the
satisfactlon of the captain and his officers. In fact,
we should all get Into the most serfons trouble”™

“Then your advice 1 to walt?" ghe murmured.

“Most decidedly."” sald the baronet. “And the
walting Isn't so bad, is itT”

The steamer was alipplng easily along across a
moonlit sea that night, and Ruth and Sir Donald
wera far In the bows, watching the waves foam
gofltly away from the cutwater. The girl had awak-
ened during the last few weeks to the dim happi-
ness of being always the center of men's thoughts.
She was not In love, but she was ready to be, The
experienced man beslde her surmised this. His
owr heart was beating a new tune. He had Hved
much, and women had not been aloof from his Iife.
But thisz falr, proud, inerperienced, yet self-con-
talned girl wakened tn him & deeper feeling than
he cared to confees.

To be sure, he had John Dorr to contend with.
Faversham did not anderestimate him as a possible
rival, when he allowed himself to go so far as con-
templating marriage with Ruth. He liked the
yvonng American, and none knew better than he
the effect that constant assoclation must have
upon a young and very impressionable girl. John's
own sentiments were unmistakable; be was deeply
In love.

From Hongkong they transshipped to a P. & O.
steamer for Bombay and under Sir Donald's oxpert
guidanee they shortly found themselves i{n India
and Installed in a very good hotel.

“We must wait here tfll I discover through the
natives juet where this fellow i{s bound for.”

“Why not simply trace him?” demanded Dorr,
impatient to be about his errand.

“That would be out of the question”™ Faver
sham explained. “In the first place, you don't un-
derstand any native tongue and in the second place
the British government doesn't look with faver on
eirange and unattached Buropeans stumbling abont
among the natives. It you will leave 1t to me, |
think 1 can not only nscertaln the exmot place
where this fellow comes from, but the temple where
the 1dol belongs,™

Several days passed, during which Bir Donald
was bnsy among old acquamtances, leaving John
and Ruth to their own devices. They occupled
their time jo sightseeing. At last Faversham came
in to dinner one evening with a smils on his face

“I've found your man, and learned something of
the history of tho image™ he sald.

Sec,

“"Aud we can get it back?” Ruth inguired
promptly

Sir Donald shook his head gently. “Not so fast,
young lady!"

“But that Is what we came for'" she went on

“The fact of the maller Is," said the bamnet-
“T'hat image was stolen several years ago, a greli
many, in truth. It {s the tutelary deity of & small
city on the river Bhala, and it fs about gs sacred
an article ae you could pick up. The people of that
city think that sioce they have lost their image
the god 15 angry with them, and for some years
they have quietly conducted a search for it

Shown at the Oracle Theater every Tuesday and Wednesday.

“And this man will take it to Bhala™ demanded
Ruth.

“He has already started, I understand from soms
of the natives 1 know.”

“Then what are we to do?” demaesded John,

*Bhala is some hundreds of miles up country
Sir Donald continned. “Part of the way we cam
go by rail, but part of the roand we must trave]l
either on foot or by litter—If we go."

“Of ecourse we are going,” sald Ruth.

1 most eamnestly beg you to etop here,” majq
{he baronst. “You dom't kmow your Indim as I fo,
and even if we sccomplish our purpose we shoumld
run double risk in getting back™

They argued the matter for some time, but Rufl
refused to consider retreat at this stage, and J
{mpressed though he was by the other's
gincerity, could not help feeling that as an outslder
he did not mnderstand the necessity of the Tecovery
of the plans

When he and Sir Donald talked it over alomg
the baromet was even more Insistent He chame.
terized the whole expedition =8 rash and p
atated that should the British government get ;
of such a search Immediate steps would be talgy
to sce that the Americans went mo farther. :

Dorr was unconvineed, and finally intimated thet
Taversham bad not meant what he sald whea hy
vohinteerad to help them.

Sir Donal! shrugged his shoulders and admitinl
himself helpless In the face of such arguments,

--Ag|mtlmm-hnslnﬂdow‘hulc-.

gave the young woman from sctual peril™ he pes |

marked. ‘T by no means promise to give you sctiyg
assistance.

“I'll be satisfied If youTl just tip me off onee iy
awhile,” Jolm responded. .

They made fhe journey to Bhaln safely, Mol
and Johm viewing the novel sights that met thely
eyes on every hand, Bir Donald acting as genersl
guide and Imstructor. On their arrival at the temms
log city they were soon instalied in an inn cutzide
the center and some way up the river. Faversham
wastad no tlme in looking up certain people ha
knew among the natives, and was in a position
inform them that he had not only discovered tha
temnple, but that he had learned that the fdol had
been recoversd and would be restored to iis proy
shrine with due ceremony and great festivity.

“That will be just our chance,” =ald John. “Pa
the erowds we ooght to be safe”

X

Faversham tried to convinoe him that this wes

not so, but Dorr insisted so stromgly that the!
Englishman ylelded against his better fudgment

“T'll try to get you within sight of the idol, any
way,” he consented. “But I must nsist that yom
obey my fiostructions implcitly.
ghall all get into trouble and youn will effectnally
kill any chance you may have of gftaining your
purpoge.”” !

The result of this was that Ruth late thal night
was awakened by Sir Donald’'s rapping at her doar.
When she had flung on some clothes and opened
the door she saw from his manner and his dishevy-
eled drese that all had not gone well

“It’s true,” Faversham told her. “Dorr couldn't
resist what he thought was a chance to get hold of
the idol. He was captured, but | managed to gst
away by my lknowledge of the langnmage and ths
help of some natives who are friendly to me.”

For the moment Ruth was speechless. Then she
inquired for the particulars, and Sir Donald zave
them briefly. At the conclasion he remariced,
“They won't harm him, but if it gets out that he
really intended to steal that lmage, we shall haye!
troubls,”

“But he is a prisoner!™ she eried.

Otherwises wal]

“True,” said Faversham wearlly. T didn't Gare |

gtay. If they bad got me, toa, you wouldn't have
known anythiog about what bad happened for d
possibly.”

“But you will save him?™ ghe pleaded.

In her sppealing beauty Ruth stirred Str Dow
to the depths. He knew that be loved her.
love of her he would do what he knew might m
his own death, but be was helpless in the grip of
this sweet passion. Yet he would not go without st
leant a word of hope and promise. ,

‘1l gt him,” he told her. “Tt will be & hard
but I'Tl gave him. For your sake, Ruth! and wi
1 come back with himp—"

ascertained that they had laft for the Iimterior
der the escort of Sir Donald Faversham.
Wlwdul.:thqmmmdm e ¢
hndadlanlmut-—strDmﬂde.
cued Dorr from the mob who had seized him whes
he had tried to recapture the idol. Wilkerson!
grinned when he told Mrs. Darnell of this fimsoo.
-:ut wil;lyon fare any better?” she demanded.
“Sure,” he sald confidontly, “I'll let Dorr and
this British baronet burn their fingers getting th
thing. Then I'll get it away from them. It's a long
g;y back to America, and if we stick tight to
rr wa'll sooner or later be able to handle the
plans ourselves,

“Then thes Mast
and ail.” er Key will be ours for good

fTo Be Continued.)
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